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to intervene between the right of the landlord to
make what terms he pleases with the tenant. Legis-
lation lately has shown no respect whatever for the
supposed rights of the owners of house property in
the great cities to let out their houses under what
conditions they please to enforce. We have had Act
of Parliament after Act of Parliament to compel the
owners of property to look after the sanitary condition
of the houses and the rooms which they let out to
hire. It ought to be said that both the great political
parties of England have shown themselves equally
ready to recognise the new principles ; and the Tory
Governments have been just as ready as the Liberal
Governments to interfere between the employer and
the workman, the landlord and the tenant, the house-
owner and the lodger, where the welfare of the public
called for such intervention. Indeed, the whole
question may be said to have been long since lifted
out of the sphere of partizan politics. Of late years
there has been a sort of rivalry, and by no means an
ungenerous or unwholesome rivalry, between Liberals
and Conservatives, as to who should do the most for
the protection of those who otherwise could do little
to protect themselves. Naturally as the working
population grew in numbers, in education, and
intelligence, they have been able to assert their claims
with an effect of which their forefathers could never
have dreamed. Nor can it fairly be said that in
later days the working population have made any
unfair, or even unreasonable use, of their growing
strength. Working men's associations and combina-
tions have spread all over these islands, as they have